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Connect the morning
message to what is
happening during the day.

Construct the message in
front of the students (don't
write it ahead of time).

The morning message
should contain at least
one key vocabulary word
that the students are
learning.
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The morning message should
be written at a level of
complexity that is
appropriate to the students.
You might start with very
simple sentences and
gradually make them more
complex over the year.

The morning message can be
generated by the teacher OR
by the children with the
teacher writing it.

During the morning message,
teachers should model the

thinking process that is a critical
part of learning to write.

Make links between alphabet
instruction and the message. It
can also be used to talk about

print concepts.
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Ask questions about the
morning message to promote

conversation and language
development.

Morning message can be
connected to other classroom

activities.

Morning message can occur in
small or large groups.

And remember morning message is a
great time to model using your student's

writing tools

10 Guidelines for Morning Message

10 guidelines from Wasik, B. & Hindman, A. (2011). The Morning Message in Early Childhood Classrooms:
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